Damn Dams

“If [the west-side growers']
water goes around the delta
rather than through it,
forget about water quality
in the estuary. They won't
give a damn.”

—DANTE J. NOMELLINI

California Lawyer Article 2010
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Mike Guzzardo

The 2 Gates Project

.






Save The California Delta
Alliance - STCDA

1 Initial group name (was SFBDF) now STCDA

1 October 27 US Bureau of Reclamation (USBR)
02Gat esO0O meeting outragec

1 We formed an Alliance for a cohesive voice
BCommittee Members 0o Names / Roles
(We are Private Citizens not

1 2- Gates has been our PRIMARY focus

 Protecting the Southern Delta and Discovery
Bay long - term Is our future focus
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STCDA Mission

1 Our Mission Statement:

oSave the California De
a public interest organization committed to
working with local, state, and federal

government to create a balanced state water
plan that keeps the California Delta a safe

and healthy environment for all who live here
while providing clean water exports for other

V4

areas of t he state. O
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2-Gates Overview
USBR’s Official Goals

1 A 5-year experiment to protect delta smelt
from entrapment in Central Valley Project (CVP)
and State Water Project (SWP) export pumps

} Research suggests that migration of delta
smelt is tied to particles in the water (turbidity)

} Place Temporary gates across Old River and
Connection Slough operated from December to
March and extensively March and June to keep
smelt away from the pumps
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Who is paying for it and Why?

Metropolitan Water District of  Southern California
Delta Mendota Water District

US Bureau of Reclamation 9 Dept. of Interior

The State of California (new/proposed legislation)
The Federal Government (new legislation)

) Nmpd Nmpd Nmpd Nmd

The cost estimate 0
B$80 million justfora2 - Gates
OEXPERI MENTO!

} Why? To increase water exports  to Southern
California and the Central Valley Water Projects

—
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2-Gates Impact to Discovery Bay

B Marinas 1Y | "z ; Decreased water flow
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Dave Dove

Delta History

.



History of the Fresh Water Delta

1772 First recorded human
activity on delta

1850 Swamp and Overflow
land act (conveyed swamp
and overflow land to
California approx 2.1 million
acres)

1861 California legislature
allow Reclamation Districts to
be formed (Board of
Swampland commissioners)

1871 Most of swampland
under private ownership
(California makes MONEY
from sales)
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History of the Delta

1879 Striped Bass
Introduced to the delta

1880 Dredges start
reclaiming land

1900 Over 100 clamshell
dredges working

1920 Most of Delta
reclamation complete

738,000 acres reclaimed
with 1000 miles of levees

1873
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Can 2-Gates can become 4 or 8?7

1 The Big Picture/The BDCP Plan:

B The current "2 - Gates" project gates are shown on the Bay
and Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP) charts as two of the 8
or more permanent Salinity Gates

B Their plan is to use barrier gates to keep salt water from
entering and stop fresh water from escaping from the

"central canal" area. And to keep fish from being entrained
(sucked into the pumps)

B The barrier gates: keep fresh water in, keep fish and salt
water out

} CONCERNS:

BoCentr al canal o0 1 s Middl e River
B Plan allows salt water to intrude far into the Delta
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South Delta Branch of DWR

1y The Branchos primary fun
Implement projects and actions in the South
Delta as part of the CALFED Conveyance
Program . The Branch conducts engineering
and environmental studies to improve the
operation of existing facilities, and plans new
facilities to improve water supply reliability
and quality for local uses and SWP/CVP
exports. The Branch also analyzes related
actions to develop and improve aquatic
habitat.
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South Delta Improvement Project

1 Increase pumping from 6500CFS to 8500CFS

1 Increase flow downstream on San Joaquin to
Increase Dissolved O2

1 Keep juvenile salmon from entering the
oumpIing stations
} Increase water quality (lower salt content) by

mixing with downstream delta water before
return to pumps

;1 Status: Awaiting for BO to be issued
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The South Delta Improvement
Project
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Franks Tract Project



